POLICY ON CONFLICT MINERALS LAW COMPLIANCE
I. SCOPE
This policy applies to all American Eagle Outfitters, Inc. (“AEO”) suppliers of branded and cobranded products.
II. BACKGROUND
AEO is committed to ensuring that metals and other minerals contained in its branded and cobranded products are obtained, produced and used in an environmentally and socially responsible
manner.
Under the “conflict minerals” provisions of the Dodd-Frank Wall Street Reform and Consumer
Protection Act, AEO is required to conduct due diligence regarding its use of four metals: gold,
columbite-tantalite (tantalum), cassiterite (tin) and wolframite (tungsten) (collectively, the “Conflict
Minerals”) and whether those Conflict Minerals originated in the Democratic Republic of Congo or
adjoining countries1 (collectively, the “Covered Countries.”) The goal of these regulations is to end
the violent conflict in the region which has been partially financed by the exploitation and trade of
Conflict Minerals originating in the Covered Countries. As a publicly traded company, AEO is
required to request certain information from its suppliers and report on its inquiries and due diligence
to the U.S. Securities and Exchange Commission.
III. POLICY
Each AEO Supplier will be required to provide information each year regarding the origin of any
Conflict Minerals that are necessary to the functionality or production of AEO products. This inquiry
should be reasonably designed to determine whether any such minerals originated in the Covered
Countries or are from recycled or scrap sources. The required information will be collected by AEO
via a survey, which will be facilitated by a third party company.
Verification efforts will be led by AEO and/or a designated third party company who will also be
available to assist suppliers in their efforts to ensure that AEO products are Conflict Minerals Free.
AEO does not ban the use of minerals that originate in the Covered Countries. However,
suppliers must be able to show proof that the metals can be traced back to registered
conflict-free smelters.
In the event that our suppliers have a reason to believe that Conflict Minerals used in AEO products
may have originated in the Covered Countries, we will assist in performing due diligence on our
supply chain in a manner consistent with the guidance issued by the Organization for Economic
Cooperation and Development (“OECD”) to ensure that they are Conflict Minerals Free. For more
information on the OECD guidelines, please visit
http://www.oecd.org/daf/inv/mne/GuidanceEdition2.pdf

1

Angola, Burundi, Central African Republic, Republic of the Congo, Rwanda, South Sudan, Tanzania,
Uganda and Zambia

